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TCU FOOTBALL 


Horned Frogs’ 
QB, safety, kicker 
out for Texas 
Tech game ts 


HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

Arlington High 

žar shuts down Fossil 
syi Ridge in bi-district 

playoff game 1s 


For two 
senators, 
tax bill 
fight gets 
personal 


BY ALAN RAPPEPORT 
New York Times 


As the $1.5 trillion tax cut 
sailed through the House on 
Thursday along party lines, the 
Senate Finance Committee was 
beset by sharp exchanges be- 
tween Republicans and Demo- 
crats, who spent 
an arduous day 
trying — and 
failing — to 
change a bill they 
said would favor 
corporations and 
the rich over 
everyone else. 

As midnight 
approached, Re- 
publicans on the 
usually collegial 
committee united 
to push an 
amended version 
of their tax over- 
haul toward the 
Senate floor, 
prompting an 
angry exchange 
between Sen. Sherrod Brown, 
D-Ohio, and Sen. Orrin Hatch, 
R-Utah, the committee chair- 
man, over who really benefits 
from the bill. 

“That whole thing about high- 
er wages, well, it’s a good selling 
point,” Brown said. “Just spare 
us the bank shot, spare us the 
sarcasm, and the satire.” 

Hatch, who had wearily toler- 
ated hours of debate on a bill 
that Republicans have always 
planned to push along party 
lines, had heard enough. 

“I come from the poor people, 
and I’ve been here working my 
whole stinking career for people 
who don’t have a chance, and I 
really resent anybody saying I’m 
just doing it for the rich,” he 
said. “Give me a break.” 

The exchange highlights the 
degree to which Democrats 
have found themselves out- 
boxed in the most sweeping tax 
rewrite in generations. While 
Republicans in both chambers 
have allowed Democrats to offer 
amendments to the legislation, 
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GOOD WAY TO 
START HOLIDAYS 


The season kicks off this 
weekend in Fort Worth with 
the Parade of Lights and 
the lighting of the tree in 
Sundance Square Plaza. 4A 
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The city told Mira Monte’s manager and director to expect a lawsuit if he didn’t quickly act to raise the property to code. 


MIRA MONTE APARTMENTS 


Fort Worth sues 
substandard complex 
on Las Vegas Trail 


BY JEFF CAPLAN 
jcaplan@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
The city followed through on 
a warning by filing its first 
lawsuit Friday against a sub- 
standard Las Vegas Trail apart- 
ment complex, Mira Monte 
Apartments, two senior assist- 
ant city attorneys confirmed. 
The legal action comes six 
weeks after the city summoned 
Matthew John Baker, manager 
and director of Mira Monte 
Apartments LLC, to City Hall. 
City attorneys cautioned him to 
expect a lawsuit if he didn’t 
quickly act to raise the property 
to code, and enact specific 
recommendations in cooper- 
ation with the police’s efforts to 
curb crime on the premises. 
That chance ended recently 
because of multiple firearm 
incidents, including one in- 
stance in which a person was 
shot. The violence prompted 
the filing of the lawsuit in Tar- 
rant County District Court, said 
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Mira Monte, on the southwest corner of Las Vegas Trail and 
Calmont Avenue, is a well-worn code violator and police antagonist. 


Chris Mosley and Harvey Frye, 
the two city attorneys leading 
the case. 

Located on the southwest 
corner of Las Vegas Trail and 
Calmont Avenue, behind a 
high-traffic bus stop and corner 
hangout, and across Calmont 
from a highly frequented con- 
venience store, Mira Monte is a 
well-worn code violator and 


police antagonist. Fort Worth 
police officer Richard Grinalds 
described the property to 
Mayor Betsy Price and other 
city officials on a bus tour sev- 
eral months ago as “the bane of 
my existence.” 

“Tt’s clear that something’s 
got to be done,” Mosley said. 
“This is a nuisance abatement 
lawsuit, so we’re seeking to 
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THIS IS A NUISANCE 
ABATEMENT LAWSUIT, 
SO WE'RE SEEKING TO 
ABATE THE CRIMINAL 
NUISANCE. 


City attorney Chris Mosley 


abate the criminal nuisance.” 

If the city is successful in 
court, Mira Monte can be 
closed for one year, something 
of a death penalty, but it also 
presents challenges for the city, 
Mosley acknowledged, starting 
with housing hundreds of dis- 
placed tenants. The sprawling, 
multifamily complex built in 
1968 sits on more than 5 acres, 
according to Tarrant Appraisal 
District records. 

Baker, who has Fort Worth 
and Amarillo addresses, could 
not be reached for comment. 
Victor Huhem, the attorney 
who accompanied Baker to the 
City Hall meeting, did not 
return messages. 

The suit, a “rare” and “sig- 
nificant” step taken by the city, 
Mosley said, could go to court 
within four to six months. 

City attorneys are also dis- 
cussing filing a lawsuit, pos- 
sibly within weeks, against Anil 
Patidar, the owner of the 
decrepit Knights Inn, who 
received a similar warning at 
his own City Hall meeting on 
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Demoted Fort Worth police officials sue 
city, allege chief ‘expressed hostility’ 


BY RYAN OSBORNE 
rosborne@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Two former high-ranking 
Fort Worth police officials who 
were demoted after they were 
accused of leaking bodycam 
video of a viral arrest have sued 
the city, alleging police Chief 
Joel Fitzgerald “expressed 
hostility” toward them for re- 
porting the officer used exces- 
sive force in the arrest. 

Capt. Abdul Pridgen, a form- 
er assistant chief, and Capt. 
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Abdul Pridgen, left, and Vance 
Keyes were demoted in May. 


Vance Keyes, a former deputy 
chief, each filed a lawsuit in 
Dallas County district court this 
month, seeking reinstatement 


to their former positions and 
recovery of lost wages. 

The Police Department de- 
clined to comment on the law- 
suits. 

The lawsuits said Pridgen 
and Keyes made “good faith 
reports” that officer William 
Martin used excessive force 
and “improper racial motiva- 
tions” in his arrest of Fort 
Worth resident Jacqueline 
Craig and her two daughters on 
Dec. 21. 

In return, Pridgen and Keyes 
alleged in the lawsuit, they 
were met with hostility from 


Fitzgerald. 

“There’s a big institutional 
racism problem in the city of 
Fort Worth that goes to the top 
and our clients were fighting 
that,” attorneys Jason Smith 
and Zoe Courtney, who are 
representing Pridgen and Keyes 
in the lawsuits, said in a state- 
ment Friday. “We hope to 
shine a light on the truth on 
how the city of Fort Worth 
mishandled the situation.” 

Martin, whose questionable 
behavior and arrests of Craig 
and her daughters led to wide- 
spread criticism of him and the 
Police Department, was sus- 
pended for 10 days by Fitz- 
gerald. 
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